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He made one as thanks for the good cheer that had
been given to our Frenchmen in their country,—he
offered blankets, for the mats that had been spread
under them during the nights; he gave hatchets, for
the wood that had been cut in order to warm them
in the time of winter; robes or hoods, for having
reclothed them; knives, in the place of those that
had been used in cutting off the heads of [161] deer,
of which they had made them feasts. Some other
presents were for the Nations who sought our alli-
ance, and others still, as a sign that they should see
upon our bastions the standards of peace, and that
they should find a house of security near us.

All these gifts were accepted by these Barbarians —
apparently with great evidences of affection; but as
they saw no arquebuses, for which they have a
strange longing, they said we had not spoken of
breaking the bonds of our captives whom they had
set at liberty. Thereupon, still other presents were
made to them for having struck off these bonds; but
as we did not mention firearms, which was the most
ardent of their wishes, that incited them to speak
again. They then presented a porcelain collar as an
invitation to us to make a settlement in their coun-
try; they gave a second one to serve as a convey-
ance, or as oars to our barks, that we might ascend
thither; they offered a third one in the name of the
Hiroquois youth, that their uncle Onontio, the great
Captain of the French, might present to them some
[162] arquebuses; they brought forward a fourth one
as a pledge of the peace which they wished to make
with the Montagnais, with the Algonquins, and with
the Hurons, our allies. They produced some beaver
skins, as security that on returning to their Villages



